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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the 
fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. 
Since this application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, 
and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the 
previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .1 14. 
Applicant's submission filed on 02/10/09 has been entered. 

This communication is responsive to Amendment, filed 02/10/2009. 

Claims 1-6, 23-45 remain pending in this application. This action is made 
non-Final. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

The rejection of claims 30, 31 by 35 U.S.C. §101 has been withdrawn in 
view of the amendment. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

Applicants' Information Disclosure Statement, filed 02/10/09, has been 
received, entered into the record, and considered. See attached form PTO-1449. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless: 

(e) the invention was described in 

(1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed in the 
United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or 

(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States 
before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application 
filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application 
designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the 
English language. 

Claims 1-6, 23-45 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Drosset et al. (US Patent No. 6,662,231). 

Drosset anticipated independent claims 1 , 30-32, 41 , 42 by the following: 

As to claims 1, 32, Drosset teaches a method/computer readable storage 
medium of retrieving digital media comprising: 

querying a server for database enumeration (i.e. the table includes a Play 
Count indicating the number of times that the audio file has been played out to a 
user, a Play-out Time value that indicates the duration of time that the audio file 
has been played out, an alphanumeric Owner ID to identify the owner of the 
audio file, col. 4, lines 32-44; User ID, Audio ID value Audio ID1, See Figs. 6, 7, 
12, 15, 18); 

receiving a response to the database enumeration query that includes at 
least information about at least one digital media database, wherein the 
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information about the at least one digital media database includes at least 
metadata about one or more remote records within the at least one digital media 
database (i.e. Alternatively, a user can review playlists, such as albums or 
predetermined mixes of audio tracks, defined by a service provider operating the 
server or by another user and select songs. The user reviews a playlist 
presented in a window of the user interface and clicks on an icon for a song in 
the playlist. In a manner similar to that described above, the song may begin to 
play-out and the user is prompted to add the song to a playlist. If the user 
chooses to add the song, then the user is prompted for a playlist name. The 
system then adds the audio ID for the song to the identified playlist, col. 7, lines 
20-30), and wherein the one or more records pertain to one or more of digital 
media, digital media metadata or media collection data (i.e. The present 
invention is directed toward a subscriber-based service for providing audio files 
to a client device connected to a server through a network, such as a wide area 
network. The server has access to user data and audio data files stored in a 
memory system, such as a database. A user requesting service from the server 
is validated to ensure that the user is a subscriber. The user may then request 
streaming or download of audio data files or customized playlists from the server. 
Metrics for play-out of each audio file, such as duration of play-out or number of 
play-outs, are maintained for the audio files and used to allocate payment of 
royalties or license fees to owners of rights in the audio files, such as copyrights 
or phonograph rights. The user may also maintain and modify customized 
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playlists through the server and send playlists to other users, col. 2, lines 38-52, 
See Figs. 6, 7,12,15,18); 

querying the server (i.e. User ID, Audio ID value Audio ID1, See Figs. 6, 7, 
12, 15, 18) for information required to populate one or more local records 
associated with the metadata after receiving the metadata (i.e. There are many 
different ways that a user can search for and find music to populate a playlist 
according to the present invention. For example, a user may add to a playlist a 
song that is currently being streamed out to the user. To begin, a user clicks on 
an icon in order to create new playlist or select an existing one. A window 
appears at the user interface prompting the user to name the playlist. The user's 
selection is turned into a playlist ID and entered into a data entry for the user or, 
if it already exists, retrieved from the data entry. The user then clicks on another 
icon to select the song that is currently playing and the server adds the audio ID 
for the song to the selected playlist, col. 7, lines 1-12); 

receiving the information required to populate the one or more local 
records associated with the metadata in response to the querying of the server 
(i.e. The method and system according to the present invention provides users 
with opportunities to search, listen, manage, and purchase their favorite music in 
the environment provided by the present invention. Examples of the types of 
users that may interact with the present invention include customers, ad 
scheduling operations personnel, and program or music scheduling operations 
personnel, col. 2, lines 53-59, See Figs. 6, 7, 12, 15, 18); 
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populating the one or more records after receiving the information required 
to populate the one or more local records, thereby effectively providing one or 
more populated records based on the metadata associated with the one or more 
remote records (i.e. There are many different ways that a user can search for 
and find music to populate a playlist according to the present invention. For 
example, a user may add to a playlist a song that is currently being streamed out 
to the user. To begin, a user clicks on an icon in order to create new playlist or 
select an existing one. A window appears at the user interface prompting the 
user to name the playlist. The user's selection is turned into a playlist ID and 
entered into a data entry for the user or, if it already exists, retrieved from the 
data entry. The user then clicks on another icon to select the song that is 
currently playing and the server adds the audio ID for the song to the selected 
playlist, col. 7, lines 1-12, See Figs. 6, 7, 12, 15, 18); and 

subsequently retrieving digital media associated with at least one of the 
populated records (i.e. There are many different ways that a user can search for 
and find music to populate a playlist according to the present invention. For 
example, a user may add to a playlist a song that is currently being streamed out 
to the user. To begin, a user clicks on an icon in order to create new playlist or 
select an existing one. A window appears at the user interface prompting the 
user to name the playlist. The user's selection is turned into a playlist ID and 
entered into a data entry for the user or, if it already exists, retrieved from the 
data entry. The user then clicks on another icon to select the song that is 
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currently playing and the server adds the audio ID for the song to the selected 
playlist, col. 7, lines 1-12, See Figs. 6, 7, 12, 15, 18). 

As per claim 30, Drosset teaches a computing system for retrieving 
digital media, wherein said computing system comprises: 

a processing unit (Figs. 1, 19) configured to provide at least: 

means for querying a server for database enumeration (i.e. the table 
includes a Play Count indicating the number of times that the audio file has been 
played out to a user, a Play-out Time value that indicates the duration of time that 
the audio file has been played out, an alphanumeric Owner ID to identify the 
owner of the audio file, col. 4, lines 32-44; User ID, Audio ID value Audio ID1, 
See Figs. 6, 7, 12, 15, 18); 

means for receiving a response to the data enumeration query that 
includes at least information about at least one digital media database, wherein 
the information about the at least one digital media database includes at least 
metadata effectively represents the one or more remote records as a first 
representation (i.e. Alternatively, a user can review pi ay lists, such as albums or 
predetermined mixes of audio tracks, defined by a service provider operating the 
server or by another user and select songs. The user reviews a playlist 
presented in a window of the user interface and clicks on an icon for a song in 
the playlist. In a manner similar to that described above, the song may begin to 
play-out and the user is prompted to add the song to a playlist. If the user 
chooses to add the song, then the user is prompted for a playlist name. The 
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system then adds the audio ID for the song to the identified playlist, col. 7, lines 
20-30), and wherein the one or more remote records pertain to one or more of 
digital media, digital media metadata or media collection data (i.e. The present 
invention is directed toward a subscriber-based service for providing audio files 
to a client device connected to a server through a network, such as a wide area 
network. The server has access to user data and audio data files stored in a 
memory system, such as a database. A user requesting service from the server 
is validated to ensure that the user is a subscriber. The user may then request 
streaming or download of audio data files or customized playlists from the server. 
Metrics for play-out of each audio file, such as duration of play-out or number of 
play-outs, are maintained for the audio files and used to allocate payment of 
royalties or license fees to owners of rights in the audio files, such as copyrights 
or phonograph rights. The user may also maintain and modify customized 
playlists through the server and send playlists to other users, col. 2, lines 38-52); 

means for querying (i.e. User ID, Audio ID value Audio ID1, See Figs. 6, 7, 
12, 15, 18) the server for information required to populate one or more local 
records associated with the metadata after receiving the metadata (i.e. There are 
many different ways that a user can search for and find music to populate a 
playlist according to the present invention. For example, a user may add to a 
playlist a song that is currently being streamed out to the user. To begin, a user 
clicks on an icon in order to create new playlist or select an existing one. A 
window appears at the user interface prompting the user to name the playlist. 
The user's selection is turned into a playlist ID and entered into a data entry for 
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the user or, if it already exists, retrieved from the data entry. The user then clicks 
on another icon to select the song that is currently playing and the server adds 
the audio ID for the song to the selected playlist, col. 7, lines 1-12, See Figs. 6, 7, 
12, 15, 18); 

means for receiving the information required to populate the one or more 
local records associated with the metadata in response to the querying of the 
server (i.e. The present invention is directed toward a subscriber-based service 
for providing audio files to a client device connected to a server through a 
network, such as a wide area network. The server has access to user data and 
audio data files stored in a memory system, such as a database. A user 
requesting service from the server is validated to ensure that the user is a 
subscriber. The user may then request streaming or download of audio data files 
or customized playlists from the server. Metrics for play-out of each audio file, 
such as duration of play-out or number of play-outs, are maintained for the audio 
files and used to allocate payment of royalties or license fees to owners of rights 
in the audio files, such as copyrights or phonograph rights. The user may also 
maintain and modify customized playlists through the server and send playlists to 
other users, col. 2, lines 38-52); 

means for populating one or more local records after receiving the 
information required to populate the one or more local records, thereby 
effectively providing one or more populated records based on the metadata 
associated with the one or more remote records (i.e. The method and system 
according to the present invention provides users with opportunities to search, 
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listen, manage, and purchase their favorite music in the environment provided by 
the present invention. Examples of the types of users that may interact with the 
present invention include customers, ad scheduling operations personnel, and 
program or music scheduling operations personnel, col. 2, lines 53-59, See Figs. 
6, 7, 12, 15, 18); and 

means for subsequently retrieving digital media associated with at least 
one of the populated records (i.e. There are many different ways that a user can 
search for and find music to populate a playlist according to the present 
invention. For example, a user may add to a playlist a song that is currently being 
streamed out to the user. To begin, a user clicks on an icon in order to create 
new playlist or select an existing one. A window appears at the user interface 
prompting the user to name the playlist. The user's selection is turned into a 
playlist ID and entered into a data entry for the user or, if it already exists, 
retrieved from the data entry. The user then clicks on another icon to select the 
song that is currently playing and the server adds the audio ID for the song to the 
selected playlist, col. 7, lines 1-12, See Figs. 6, 7, 12, 15, 18). 

As per claim 31, Drosset teaches a server for providing digital media to 
one or more devices, wherein said server is capable of: 

a processor unit (Figs. 1, 19) configured to provide at least: 
means for receiving a query (i.e. User ID, Audio ID value Audio ID1, See 
Figs. 6, 7, 12, 15, 18) from a device for database enumeration (i.e. the table 
includes a Play Count indicating the number of times that the audio file has been 
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played out to a user, a Play-out Time value that indicates the duration of time that 
the audio file has been played out, an alphanumeric Owner ID to identify the 
owner of the audio file, col. 4, lines 32-44; User ID, Audio ID value Audio ID1, 
See Figs. 6, 7, 12, 15, 18); 

means for sending the features of the server to the device in response to 
the query, the features including enumeration data about at least one digital 
media database, wherein the information about the at least one digital media 
database includes at least metadata about one or more records within the at 
least one digital media database (i.e. Alternatively, a user can review playlists, 
such as albums or predetermined mixes of audio tracks, defined by a service 
provider operating the server or by another user and select songs. The user 
reviews a playlist presented in a window of the user interface and clicks on an 
icon for a song in the playlist. In a manner similar to that described above, the 
song may begin to play-out and the user is prompted to add the song to a 
playlist. If the user chooses to add the song, then the user is prompted for a 
playlist name. The system then adds the audio ID for the song to the identified 
playlist, col. 7, lines 20-30), wherein the metadata can be used by the device to 
locally present one or more local the records at the device as a first local 
presentation of at least a portion of the at least one digital media database, and 
wherein the records pertain to one or more of digital media, digital media 
metadata or media collection data (i.e. The present invention is directed toward a 
subscriber-based service for providing audio files to a client device connected to 
a server through a network, such as a wide area network. The server has access 
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to user data and audio data files stored in a memory system, such as a 
database. A user requesting service from the server is validated to ensure that 
the user is a subscriber. The user may then request streaming or download of 
audio data files or customized playlists from the server. Metrics for play-out of 
each audio file, such as duration of play-out or number of play-outs, are 
maintained for the audio files and used to allocate payment of royalties or license 
fees to owners of rights in the audio files, such as copyrights or phonograph 
rights. The user may also maintain and modify customized playlists through the 
server and send playlists to other users, col. 2, lines 38-52); 

means for receiving a querying (i.e. User ID, Audio ID value Audio ID1, 
See Figs. 6, 7, 12, 15, 18) from the device for information required by the device 
to populate the one or more local records associated with the first local 
presentation (i.e. There are many different ways that a user can search for and 
find music to populate a playlist according to the present invention. For example, 
a user may add to a playlist a song that is currently being streamed out to the 
user. To begin, a user clicks on an icon in order to create new playlist or select 
an existing one. A window appears at the user interface prompting the user to 
name the playlist. The user's selection is turned into a playlist ID and entered into 
a data entry for the user or, if it already exists, retrieved from the data entry. The 
user then clicks on another icon to select the song that is currently playing and 
the server adds the audio ID for the song to the selected playlist, col. 7, lines 1- 
12, See Figs. 6, 7, 12, 15, 18); 
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means for sending the device information required to populate the one or 
more local records associated with the first local presentation (i.e. Likewise, a 
user can click on an icon for a song that is offered through a feature window 
presented at the user interface. The song may begin to play-out and the user is 
prompted to add the song to a playlist. If the user chooses to add the song, then 
the user is prompted for a playlist name. The system then adds the audio ID for 
the song to the identified playlist, col. 7, lines 12-20), thereby allowing the device 
to populate the one or more local records after receiving the information required 
to populate the one or more local records in order to present the one or more 
local records as one or more populated records (i.e. The present invention is 
directed toward a subscriber-based service for providing audio files to a client 
device connected to a server through a network, such as a wide area network. 
The server has access to user data and audio data files stored in a memory 
system, such as a database. A user requesting service from the server is 
validated to ensure that the user is a subscriber. The user may then request 
streaming or download of audio data files or customized playlists from the server. 
Metrics for play-out of each audio file, such as duration of play-out or number of 
play-outs, are maintained for the audio files and used to allocate payment of 
royalties or license fees to owners of rights in the audio files, such as copyrights 
or phonograph rights. The user may also maintain and modify customized 
playlists through the server and send playlists to other users, col. 2, lines 38-52); 

means for receiving a subsequent query from the device regarding at least 
one of the one or more populated records (i.e. The method and system according 
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to the present invention provides users with opportunities to search, listen, 
manage, and purchase their favorite music in the environment provided by the 
present invention. Examples of the types of users that may interact with the 
present invention include customers, ad scheduling operations personnel, and 
program or music scheduling operations personnel, col. 2, lines 53-59, See Figs. 
6, 7, 12, 15, 18); and 

means for sending digital media associated with the at least one 
populated record after receiving the second query from the device (i.e. There are 
many different ways that a user can search for and find music to populate a 
playlist according to the present invention. For example, a user may add to a 
playlist a song that is currently being streamed out to the user. To begin, a user 
clicks on an icon in order to create new playlist or select an existing one. A 
window appears at the user interface prompting the user to name the playlist. 
The user's selection is turned into a playlist ID and entered into a data entry for 
the user or, if it already exists, retrieved from the data entry. The user then clicks 
on another icon to select the song that is currently playing and the server adds 
the audio ID for the song to the selected playlist, col. 7, lines 1-12, See Figs. 6, 7, 
12, 15, 18). 

As per claim 41, Drosset teaches a computer readable storage medium 
including at least executable computer program code tangibly stored thereon for 
providing digital media to one or more devices, wherein said computer readable 
storage medium comprises: 
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computer program code for receiving a query (i.e. User ID, Audio ID value 
Audio ID1, See Figs. 6, 7, 12, 15, 18) from a device for database enumeration 
(i.e. the table includes a Play Count indicating the number of times that the audio 
file has been played out to a user, a Play-out Time value that indicates the 
duration of time that the audio file has been played out, an alphanumeric Owner 
ID to identify the owner of the audio file, col. 4, lines 32-44; User ID, Audio ID 
value Audio ID1, See Figs. 6, 7, 12, 15, 18); 

computer program code for sending the features of the server to the 
device in response to the query, the features including enumeration data about at 
least one digital media database, wherein the information about the at least one 
digital media database includes at least metadata about one or more records 
within the at least one digital media database (i.e. Alternatively, a user can 
review playlists, such as albums or predetermined mixes of audio tracks, defined 
by a service provider operating the server or by another user and select songs. 
The user reviews a playlist presented in a window of the user interface and clicks 
on an icon for a song in the playlist. In a manner similar to that described above, 
the song may begin to play-out and the user is prompted to add the song to a 
playlist. If the user chooses to add the song, then the user is prompted for a 
playlist name. The system then adds the audio ID for the song to the identified 
playlist, col. 7, lines 20-30), wherein the metadata can be used by the device to 
locally present one or more local the records at the device as a first local 
presentation of at least a portion of the at least one digital media database, and 
wherein the records pertain to one or more of digital media, digital media 
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metadata or media collection data (i.e. The present invention is directed toward a 
subscriber-based service for providing audio files to a client device connected to 
a server through a network, such as a wide area network. The server has access 
to user data and audio data files stored in a memory system, such as a 
database. A user requesting service from the server is validated to ensure that 
the user is a subscriber. The user may then request streaming or download of 
audio data files or customized playlists from the server. Metrics for play-out of 
each audio file, such as duration of play-out or number of play-outs, are 
maintained for the audio files and used to allocate payment of royalties or license 
fees to owners of rights in the audio files, such as copyrights or phonograph 
rights. The user may also maintain and modify customized playlists through the 
server and send playlists to other users, col. 2, lines 38-52); 

computer program code for receiving a querying (i.e. User ID, Audio ID 
value Audio ID1, See Figs. 6, 7, 12, 15, 18) from the device for information 
required by the device to populate the one or more local records associated with 
the first local presentation (i.e. There are many different ways that a user can 
search for and find music to populate a playlist according to the present 
invention. For example, a user may add to a playlist a song that is currently being 
streamed out to the user. To begin, a user clicks on an icon in order to create 
new playlist or select an existing one. A window appears at the user interface 
prompting the user to name the playlist. The user's selection is turned into a 
playlist ID and entered into a data entry for the user or, if it already exists, 
retrieved from the data entry. The user then clicks on another icon to select the 
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song that is currently playing and the server adds the audio ID for the song to the 
selected playlist, col. 7, lines 1-12, See Figs. 6, 7, 12, 15, 18); 

computer program code for sending the device information required to 
populate the one or more local records associated with the first local presentation 
(i.e. Likewise, a user can click on an icon for a song that is offered through a 
feature window presented at the user interface. The song may begin to play-out 
and the user is prompted to add the song to a playlist. If the user chooses to add 
the song, then the user is prompted for a playlist name. The system then adds 
the audio ID for the song to the identified playlist, col. 7, lines 12-20), thereby 
allowing the device to populate the one or more local records after receiving the 
information required to populate the one or more local records in order to present 
the one or more local records as one or more populated records (i.e. The present 
invention is directed toward a subscriber-based service for providing audio files 
to a client device connected to a server through a network, such as a wide area 
network. The server has access to user data and audio data files stored in a 
memory system, such as a database. A user requesting service from the server 
is validated to ensure that the user is a subscriber. The user may then request 
streaming or download of audio data files or customized playlists from the server. 
Metrics for play-out of each audio file, such as duration of play-out or number of 
play-outs, are maintained for the audio files and used to allocate payment of 
royalties or license fees to owners of rights in the audio files, such as copyrights 
or phonograph rights. The user may also maintain and modify customized 
playlists through the server and send playlists to other users, col. 2, lines 38-52); 



Application/Control Number: 10/799,412 Page 18 

Art Unit: 2159 

computer program code for receiving a subsequent query from the device 
regarding at least one of the one or more populated records (i.e. The method and 
system according to the present invention provides users with opportunities to 
search, listen, manage, and purchase their favorite music in the environment 
provided by the present invention. Examples of the types of users that may 
interact with the present invention include customers, ad scheduling operations 
personnel, and program or music scheduling operations personnel, col. 2, lines 
53-59, See Figs. 6, 7, 12, 15, 18); and 

computer program code for sending digital media associated with the at 
least one populated record after receiving the second query from the device (i.e. 
There are many different ways that a user can search for and find music to 
populate a playlist according to the present invention. For example, a user may 
add to a playlist a song that is currently being streamed out to the user. To begin, 
a user clicks on an icon in order to create new playlist or select an existing one. A 
window appears at the user interface prompting the user to name the playlist. 
The user's selection is turned into a playlist ID and entered into a data entry for 
the user or, if it already exists, retrieved from the data entry. The user then clicks 
on another icon to select the song that is currently playing and the server adds 
the audio ID for the song to the selected playlist, col. 7, lines 1-12, See Figs. 6, 7, 
12, 15, 18). 

As per claim 42, Drosset teaches a computing device comprising: 
a processor (Figs. 1, 19); 
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memory, operably connected with the processor (Figs. 1, 19); 
wherein the processor is operable to perform instructions including 

connecting to a server (Figs. 1, 19), the server including media 
information (i.e. the table includes a Play Count indicating the number of times 
that the audio file has been played out to a user, a Play-out Time value that 
indicates the duration of time that the audio file has been played out, an 
alphanumeric Owner ID to identify the owner of the audio file, col. 4, lines 32-44; 
User ID, Audio ID value Audio ID1, See Figs. 6, 7, 12, 15, 18); 

querying the server for at least a portion of the media information 
(i.e. the table includes a Play Count indicating the number of times that the audio 
file has been played out to a user, a Play-out Time value that indicates the 
duration of time that the audio file has been played out, an alphanumeric Owner 
ID to identify the owner of the audio file, col. 4, lines 32-44; User ID, Audio ID 
value Audio ID1, See Figs. 6, 7, 12, 15, 18); 

receiving media information responsive to the query (i.e. the table 
includes a Play Count indicating the number of times that the audio file has been 
played out to a user, a Play-out Time value that indicates the duration of time that 
the audio file has been played out, an alphanumeric Owner ID to identify the 
owner of the audio file, col. 4, lines 32-44; User ID, Audio ID value Audio ID1, 
See Figs. 6, 7,12,15,18); 

requesting at least one media item associated with the media 
information responsive to the query (User ID, Audio ID value Audio ID1, See 
Figs. 6, 7, 12, 15, 18); and 
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receiving the media item (i.e. User ID, Audio ID value Audio ID1, 
See Figs. 6, 7, 12, 15, 18), 

wherein said querying includes a plurality of distinct queries (i.e. the table 
includes a Play Count indicating the number of times that the audio file has been 
played out to a user, a Play-out Time value that indicates the duration of time that 
the audio file has been played out, an alphanumeric Owner ID to identify the 
owner of the audio file, col. 4, lines 32-44; User ID, Audio ID value Audio ID1, 
See Figs. 6, 7, 12, 15, 18) to the server, and wherein said querying includes at 
least: 

querying the server for database enumeration (i.e. User ID, Audio 
ID value Audio ID1, See Figs. 6, 7, 12, 15, 18); and 

wherein said receiving of the media information includes a plurality 
of distinct responses to the queries (i.e. User ID, Audio ID value Audio ID1, See 
Figs. 6, 7, 12, 15, 18), and wherein said receiving includes at least: 

receiving a response to the database enumeration query that 
includes descriptive information on at least one database (i.e. Alternatively, a 
user can review playlists, such as albums or predetermined mixes of audio 
tracks, defined by a service provider operating the server or by another user and 
select songs. The user reviews a playlist presented in a window of the user 
interface and clicks on an icon for a song in the playlist. In a manner similar to 
that described above, the song may begin to play-out and the user is prompted to 
add the song to a playlist. If the user chooses to add the song, then the user is 
prompted for a playlist name. The system then adds the audio ID for the song to 
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the identified playlist, col. 7, lines 20-30), the descriptive information including 
how much media is available from the at least one database or how many media 
collections are available from the at least one database or both (i.e. The present 
invention is directed toward a subscriber-based service for providing audio files 
to a client device connected to a server through a network, such as a wide area 
network. The server has access to user data and audio data files stored in a 
memory system, such as a database. A user requesting service from the server 
is validated to ensure that the user is a subscriber. The user may then request 
streaming or download of audio data files or customized playlists from the server. 
Metrics for play-out of each audio file, such as duration of play-out or number of 
play-outs, are maintained for the audio files and used to allocate payment of 
royalties or license fees to owners of rights in the audio files, such as copyrights 
or phonograph rights. The user may also maintain and modify customized 
playlists through the server and send playlists to other users, col. 2, lines 38-52). 

As per claim 2, 33, Drosset teaches the remote records pertain to both 
digital media metadata and media collections and multiple queries are required to 
populate the local records associated with the metadata (i.e. There are many 
different ways that a user can search for and find music to populate a playlist 
according to the present invention. For example, a user may add to a playlist a 
song that is currently being streamed out to the user. To begin, a user clicks on 
an icon in order to create new playlist or select an existing one. A window 
appears at the user interface prompting the user to name the playlist. The user's 
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selection is turned into a playlist ID and entered into a data entry for the user or, 
if it already exists, retrieved from the data entry. The user then clicks on another 
icon to select the song that is currently playing and the server adds the audio ID 
for the song to the selected playlist, col. 7, lines 1-12). 

As per claim 3, Drosset teaches the method of claim 1 further comprising 
using a local database management system to manage the information 
contained in the local records, the local records including media collection data 
records and digital media metadata records (i.e. There are many different ways 
that a user can search for and find music to populate a playlist according to the 
present invention. For example, a user may add to a playlist a song that is 
currently being streamed out to the user. To begin, a user clicks on an icon in 
order to create new playlist or select an existing one. A window appears at the 
user interface prompting the user to name the playlist. The user's selection is 
turned into a playlist ID and entered into a data entry for the user or, if it already 
exists, retrieved from the data entry. The user then clicks on another icon to 
select the song that is currently playing and the server adds the audio ID for the 
song to the selected playlist, col. 7, lines 1-12). 

As per claim 4, Drosset teaches the method of claim 1 , wherein the 
server is a remote device accessible across network, and wherein said method 
further comprises: 
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querying the server for media collection enumeration with respect to the at 
least one digital media database (i.e. the table includes a Play Count indicating 
the number of times that the audio file has been played out to a user, a Play-out 
Time value that indicates the duration of time that the audio file has been played 
out, an alphanumeric Owner ID to identify the owner of the audio file, col. 4, lines 
32-44; User ID, Audio ID value Audio ID1, See Figs. 6, 7, 12, 15, 18); and 

receiving a response to the media collection enumeration query that 
includes at least information about one or more media collections (i.e. 
Alternatively, a user can review playlists, such as albums or predetermined mixes 
of audio tracks, defined by a service provider operating the server or by another 
user and select songs. The user reviews a playlist presented in a window of the 
user interface and clicks on an icon for a song in the playlist. In a manner similar 
to that described above, the song may begin to play-out and the user is prompted 
to add the song to a playlist. If the user chooses to add the song, then the user is 
prompted for a playlist name. The system then adds the audio ID for the song to 
the identified playlist, col. 7, lines 20-30). 

As per claim 5, Drosset teaches the method of claim 1 wherein said 
retrieving of the digital media comprises: 

requesting media from across a network (i.e. For each Audio File Table, 
the table includes a Play Count indicating the number of times that the audio file 
has been played out to a user, a Play-out Time value that indicates the duration 
of time that the audio file has been played out, an alphanumeric Owner ID to 
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identify the owner of the audio file, a Referral Link containing a universal 
resource locator (URL) indicating a sales site for the audio file, and a Referral 
Count value indicating the number of times that a user has been referred to the 
sales site of the referral link. Further information regarding URLs is available 
through the IETF at < www.ietf.org >. col. 4, lines 32-44); and 

receiving the requested media across the network (i.e. For each Audio File 
Table, the table includes a Play Count indicating the number of times that the 
audio file has been played out to a user, a Play-out Time value that indicates the 
duration of time that the audio file has been played out, an alphanumeric Owner 
ID to identify the owner of the audio file, a Referral Link containing a universal 
resource locator (URL) indicating a sales site for the audio file, and a Referral 
Count value indicating the number of times that a user has been referred to the 
sales site of the referral link. Further information regarding URLs is available 
through the IETF at < www.ietf.org >, col. 4, lines 32-44). 

As per claim 6, Drosset teaches the method of claim 5 further comprising 
presenting the received media at a client device, wherein presenting the received 
media includes playing the media for a user (i.e. Likewise, a user can click on an 
icon for a song that is offered through a feature window presented at the user 
interface. The song may begin to play-out and the user is prompted to add the 
song to a playlist. If the user chooses to add the song, then the user is prompted 
for a playlist name. The system then adds the audio ID for the song to the 
identified playlist, col. 7, lines 12-20). 
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As per claim 23, Drosset teaches the method as recited in claim 1 , 
wherein the one or more populated records effectively provide a representation 
of the one or more remote records (i.e. Alternatively, a user can review playlists, 
such as albums or predetermined mixes of audio tracks, defined by a service 
provider operating the server or by another user and select songs. The user 
reviews a playlist presented in a window of the user interface and clicks on an 
icon for a song in the playlist. In a manner similar to that described above, the 
song may begin to play-out and the user is prompted to add the song to a 
playlist. If the user chooses to add the song, then the user is prompted for a 
playlist name. The system then adds the audio ID for the song to the identified 
playlist, col. 7, lines 20-30). 

As to claims 24, 34, 35, Drosset teaches: 

using the metadata to effectively provide a first representation of the one 
or more remote records (i.e. Alternatively, a user can review playlists, such as 
albums or predetermined mixes of audio tracks, defined by a service provider 
operating the server or by another user and select songs. The user reviews a 
playlist presented in a window of the user interface and clicks on an icon for a 
song in the playlist. In a manner similar to that described above, the song may 
begin to play-out and the user is prompted to add the song to a playlist. If the 
user chooses to add the song, then the user is prompted for a playlist name. The 
system then adds the audio ID for the song to the identified playlist, col. 7, lines 
20-30); and 
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using the one or more populated records to effectively provide a second 
representation of the one or more remote records (i.e. There are many different 
ways that a user can search for and find music to populate a playlist according to 
the present invention. For example, a user may add to a playlist a song that is 
currently being streamed out to the user. To begin, a user clicks on an icon in 
order to create new playlist or select an existing one. A window appears at the 
user interface prompting the user to name the playlist. The user's selection is 
turned into a playlist ID and entered into a data entry for the user or, if it already 
exists, retrieved from the data entry. The user then clicks on another icon to 
select the song that is currently playing and the server adds the audio ID for the 
song to the selected playlist, col. 7, lines 1-12). 

As to claims 25, 36, Drosset teaches the first representation provides a 
first level of detail with respect to the one or more remote records (i.e. 
Alternatively, a user can review playlists, such as albums or predetermined mixes 
of audio tracks, defined by a service provider operating the server or by another 
user and select songs. The user reviews a playlist presented in a window of the 
user interface and clicks on an icon for a song in the playlist. In a manner similar 
to that described above, the song may begin to play-out and the user is prompted 
to add the song to a playlist. If the user chooses to add the song, then the user is 
prompted for a playlist name. The system then adds the audio ID for the song to 
the identified playlist, col. 7, lines 20-30); and 
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wherein the second representation provides a second level of detail with 
respect ot the one or more remote records (i.e. Alternatively, a user can review 
playlists, such as albums or predetermined mixes of audio tracks, defined by a 
service provider operating the server or by another user and select songs. The 
user reviews a playlist presented in a window of the user interface and clicks on 
an icon for a song in the playlist. In a manner similar to that described above, the 
song may begin to play-out and the user is prompted to add the song to a 
playlist. If the user chooses to add the song, then the user is prompted for a 
playlist name. The system then adds the audio ID for the song to the identified 
playlist, col. 7, lines 20-30). 

As to claims 26, 37, Drosset teaches the second level of detail 
represents the one or more records in grater detail than the first level of detail 
(i.e. Alternatively, a user can review playlists, such as albums or predetermined 
mixes of audio tracks, defined by a service provider operating the server or by 
another user and select songs. The user reviews a playlist presented in a window 
of the user interface and clicks on an icon for a song in the playlist. In a manner 
similar to that described above, the song may begin to play-out and the user is 
prompted to add the song to a playlist. If the user chooses to add the song, then 
the user is prompted for a playlist name. The system then adds the audio ID for 
the song to the identified playlist, col. 7, lines 20-30). 
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As to claims 27, 38, Drosset teaches the first representation represents 
the one or more remote records in accordance with a first aspect of 
representation (i.e. Alternatively, a user can review playlists, such as albums or 
predetermined mixes of audio tracks, defined by a service provider operating the 
server or by another user and select songs. The user reviews a playlist 
presented in a window of the user interface and clicks on an icon for a song in 
the playlist. In a manner similar to that described above, the song may begin to 
play-out and the user is prompted to add the song to a playlist. If the user 
chooses to add the song, then the user is prompted for a playlist name. The 
system then adds the audio ID for the song to the identified playlist, col. 7, lines 
20-30); and 

wherein the second representation represents the one or more remote 
records in accordance with a second aspect of representation that is different 
than the first aspect of representation (i.e. Alternatively, a user can review 
playlists, such as albums or predetermined mixes of audio tracks, defined by a 
service provider operating the server or by another user and select songs. The 
user reviews a playlist presented in a window of the user interface and clicks on 
an icon for a song in the playlist. In a manner similar to that described above, the 
song may begin to play-out and the user is prompted to add the song to a 
playlist. If the user chooses to add the song, then the user is prompted for a 
playlist name. The system then adds the audio ID for the song to the identified 
playlist, col. 7, lines 20-30). 
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As to claims 28, 39, Drosset teaches: 

querying the server for information required to provide a third 
representation of the one or more records (i.e. Alternatively, a user can review 
playlists, such as albums or predetermined mixes of audio tracks, defined by a 
service provider operating the server or by another user and select songs. The 
user reviews a playlist presented in a window of the user interface and clicks on 
an icon for a song in the playlist. In a manner similar to that described above, the 
song may begin to play-out and the user is prompted to add the song to a 
playlist. If the user chooses to add the song, then the user is prompted for a 
playlist name. The system then adds the audio ID for the song to the identified 
playlist, col. 7, lines 20-30). 

As to claims 29, 40, Drosset teaches: 

querying the server for information required to further populate the at least 
one record in order to effectively provide a third representation of the one more 
remote records (i.e. There are many different ways that a user can search for 
and find music to populate a playlist according to the present invention. For 
example, a user may add to a playlist a song that is currently being streamed out 
to the user. To begin, a user clicks on an icon in order to create new playlist or 
select an existing one. A window appears at the user interface prompting the 
user to name the playlist. The user's selection is turned into a playlist ID and 
entered into a data entry for the user or, if it already exists, retrieved from the 
data entry. The user then clicks on another icon to select the song that is 
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currently playing and the server adds the audio ID for the song to the selected 
playlist, col. 7, lines 1-12). 

As per claim 43, Drosset teaches the computing device of claim 42, 

wherein said querying includes at least: 

querying the server for media collection enumeration (i.e. the table 
includes a Play Count indicating the number of times that the audio file has been 
played out to a user, a Play-out Time value that indicates the duration of time that 
the audio file has been played out, an alphanumeric Owner ID to identify the 
owner of the audio file, col. 4, lines 32-44; User ID, Audio ID value Audio ID1, 
See Figs. 6, 7, 12, 15, 18), and 

wherein said receiving includes at least: 

receiving a response to the media collection enumeration query 
that includes descriptive information on at least one media collection available 
from the at least one database (i.e. The present invention is directed toward a 
subscriber-based service for providing audio files to a client device connected to 
a server through a network, such as a wide area network. The server has access 
to user data and audio data files stored in a memory system, such as a 
database. A user requesting service from the server is validated to ensure that 
the user is a subscriber. The user may then request streaming or download of 
audio data files or customized playlists from the server. Metrics for play-out of 
each audio file, such as duration of play-out or number of play-outs, are 
maintained for the audio files and used to allocate payment of royalties or license 
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fees to owners of rights in the audio files, such as copyrights or phonograph 
rights. The user may also maintain and modify customized playlists through the 
server and send playlists to other users, col. 2, lines 38-52). 

As per claim 44, Drosset teaches the computing device of claim 42, 

wherein said querying includes at least: 

querying the server for server capabilities(7'.e. User ID, Audio ID 
value Audio ID1, See Figs. 6, 7, 12, 15, 18), and 

wherein said receiving includes at least: 

receiving a response to the server capabilities query that describes 
the server capabilities (i.e. The present invention is directed toward a subscriber- 
based service for providing audio files to a client device connected to a server 
through a network, such as a wide area network. The server has access to user 
data and audio data files stored in a memory system, such as a database. A user 
requesting service from the server is validated to ensure that the user is a 
subscriber. The user may then request streaming or download of audio data files 
or customized playlists from the server. Metrics for play-out of each audio file, 
such as duration of play-out or number of play-outs, are maintained for the audio 
files and used to allocate payment of royalties or license fees to owners of rights 
in the audio files, such as copyrights or phonograph rights. The user may also 
maintain and modify customized playlists through the server and send playlists to 
other users, col. 2, lines 38-52). 
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As per claim 45, Drosset teaches the computing device of claim 42, 
wherein querying the server for at least a portion of the media information 
includes at least a request for an enumeration of at least a portion of the media 
collections (i.e. the table includes a Play Count indicating the number of times 
that the audio file has been played out to a user, a Play-out Time value that 
indicates the duration of time that the audio file has been played out, an 
alphanumeric Owner ID to identify the owner of the audio file, col. 4, lines 32-44; 
User ID, Audio ID value Audio ID1, See Figs. 6, 7, 12, 15, 18). 



Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-6, 23-45 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Miranda Le whose telephone number is (571) 
272-41 12. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 
from 10:00 AM to 6:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, James K. Trujillo, can be reached at (571) 272-3677. The 
fax number to this Art Unit is (571 )-273-8300. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application 
should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (571) 
272-2100. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
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PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see < http://pair- 
direct.usptQ.qQv >. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 

/Miranda Le/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2159 



